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To: Federal Communications Commission
1270 Fairfield Road
Gettysburg? PA. 17325-7245

From: Kenton County Fire Chiefs Association
P.O. Box 18523
Erlanger KY. 41018

Subject: Comments Regarding PR Docket Ho.92-235
....-

Please accept the following comments regarding s
recently proposed FCC policy changes.

Background: Kenton Co. is located in the northern part of KY.
(population = 192~000; area = 165 square miles) and is serv
iced by 15 seperate Fire & Ems Departments. About onehalf of
these departments operate under the Hunicipal Classification?
while the others function as Fire Districts. Mutual aid ef
forts exists throughout the County? as well as with the ad
joining Counties. The Kenton County Fire Chiefs Association
represents these Departments.

In regard to the proposed changes in the Spectrum Efficiency
Standards? we believe that the suggestions? if implemented in
the proposed time frame (Jan. I? 2005)~ would place an undue
economic hardship on all of the Departments in our area. It
is our practice to maintain our radios in top condition~ sim
ply because so much depends on good communications. It is
not unrealistic to expect an average lifetime of 20 years or
more, even with the Fireground Officer's Portable. Although
there are advantages to implementing the spectrum service~

the economic disadvantages seem to outweigh these at the
present time~ particularly with the proposed time frame.

Lets take a brief look into this economic situation involving
radio updating to the Spectrum System. 1 am a member of a
Hunicipal-Fire/Ems Department and have had some experience in
operations and bUdgeting. In order to update our complete
radio system to the proposed narrow band channeling would re
quire, conservatively~ $130?OOO. If one amortizes this esti
mation over 11 years? it would mean an annual investment in
new radio equipment of about $12,000. Our normai budget for
radio replacements is in the neighborhood of $3~000 or less!
In contrast we bUdget about $7~OOO annually for radio main
tenance.
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The concern here is the costs involved. He are a~are of the
Joint Co••enters comments "it appears that the reduction in
transmitter deviation can oe accomplished ~ithout great ex
pense etc.". The ~ording "~ithout great expense" can certain
ly have different values andlor meaning to different people.
Uithout a definite dollar estimate here~ this statement lacks
credibilty.

The proposed po~er level reduction is also of concern to our
Organization. Kenton Co. is bounded on the Horth by the Ohio
River, Nhere the elevation above sea level is around 500Ft.
As on~ travels the Interstates 1-75, -71, -275 to the interi
or of the County, the terrain becomes quite hilly and rises
to better than 900ft. above sea level. Communications are a
problem for most Departments. There are no repeater systems
in place, just to~ers. Our experiences ~ith the present
system indicates that any reduction in po~er level ~ould have
significant consequences on radio communications in our area.

He ~ould offer the follo~ing option for your consideration:
that the Radio Hanufacturers set a date~ ASAP, after ~hich

they ~ill only produce radios capable of handling both the
~ide and narro~ band ~idths. By doing this at an early date~

introduction of the narro~ spacing spectrum system ~ill be
gradual, but effective and costs to customers can be extended
over a greater period of time.

As you might have gathered from our co.ments, our major con
cern about these proposals is in the costs involved. He cer
tainly realize that gradual progress is definitely needed in
the co.munications arena. But, ~ould like to stress that
more time is needed, than that proposed, to implement such a
~idespread proposal especially ~ithout imposing undue econom
ic hardship on many Departments.

He ~ould like to take this opportunity to thank you for re
vie~ing our comments and ask that if you have any questions
to feel free to for~ard them to us.

Sincerely,

~k .~ci<'t:e~
Jack Scheben, Secretary KCFCA.

cc:Chairman KCFCA., Dennis Halpin,
Chief-Taylor Hill, KY. Fire Department
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